
CARTOUCHES AND CULT EPITHETS OF THE PTOLEMIES 

Below you will find selected examples of the cartouches and cult epithets of the Ptolemies. By 
necessity, the list is partial and incomplete. Many variations exist, and most of the rulers of 
Egypt had multiple versions of their titulary that changed over time. Likewise, the list below 
focuses on the kings named Ptolemy, but the queens of the Ptolemaic Period, often with the 
names Arsinoe, Berenice, or Cleopatra, played extremely important roles, had documents 
dated according to their reigns and cults, and were primary figures. Students should consult 
the following reference sources on Ptolemaic royal names: 

• Jürgen von Beckerath. Handbuch der ägyptischen Königsnamen. Münchner Ägyptologische 
Studien 49. Mainz: Philipp von Zabern, 1999. 

• Jochen Hallof. Schreibungen der Pharaonennamen in den Ritualszenen der Tempel der 
griechisch-römischen Zeit Ägyptens: Teil 1: Die griechischen Könige. Studien zu den 
Ritualszenen altägyptischer Tempel 4. Dettelbach, Germany: J. H. Röll, 2010.  

• Ronald J. Leprohon. The Great Name: Ancient Egyptian Royal Titulary. Writings from the 
Ancient World 33. Atlanta: Society of Biblical Literature, 2013. 

 

Ptolemy I Soter 

 stp.n-RꜤ mrꞽ Ꞽmn “One whom Re has chosen, beloved of Amun” 

 Ptwlmys “Ptolemy” 

 nṯr.wy nḏ.wy “two gods who save” 

 

Ptolemy II Philadelphus 

 wsr-kꜢ-RꜤ mrꞽ Ꞽmn “strong one of the spirit of Re, beloved of Amun” 

 Ptwlmys “Ptolemy” 

 nṯr.wy sn.wy “sibling gods” 



 

Ptolemy III Euergetes 

 ꞽwꜤ n nṯr.wy sn.wy stp.n-RꜤ sḫm Ꜥnḫ Ꞽmn “heir of the sibling gods, one 
whom Re selected, living image of Amun” 

 Ptwlmys Ꜥnḫ.(w) ḏ.t mrꞽ Ptḥ “Ptolemy, ever living, beloved of 
Ptah” 

 nṯr.wy mnḫ.wy “beneficent gods” 

 

Ptolemy IV Philopator 

 ꞽwꜤ n nṯr.wy mnḫ.wy stp.(n)-Ptḥ wsr-kꜢ-RꜤ sḫm Ꜥnḫ Ꞽmn “heir 
of the beneficent gods, one whom Ptah selected, strong one of the spirit of Re, living 
image of Amun” 

 Ptwlmys Ꜥnḫ.(w) ḏ.t mrꞽ Ꜣs.t “Ptolemy, ever living, beloved of 
Isis” 

 nṯr mrꞽ ꞽt=f “father-loving god” 

 nṯr.wy (mrꞽ.wy) ꞽt.wy “father-loving gods” 

 

Ptolemy V Epiphanes 

 ꞽwꜤ n nṯr.wy mrꞽ.(wy) ꞽt.wy stp.(n)-Ptḥ wsr-kꜢ-RꜤ sḫm-Ꜥnḫ-
Ꞽmn “heir of the father-loving gods, one whom Ptah selected, strong one of the spirit of Re, 
living image of Amun” 

 Ptwlmys Ꜥnḫ.(w) ḏ.t mrꞽ Ptḥ “Ptolemy, ever living, beloved of 
Ptah” 



 nṯr.wy prꞽ.(wy) “manifest gods” 

Ptolemy VI Philometor 

 ꞽwꜤ n nṯr.wy prꞽ.(wy) stp.n-Ptḥ-Ḫprꞽ ꞽrꞽ-mꜢꜤ.t-Ꞽmn-RꜤ “heir of 
the manifest gods, the one whom Ptah-Khepri selected, the one who performs the 
righteousness of Amun-Re” 

 Ptwlmys Ꜥnḫ.(w) ḏ.t mrꞽ Ptḥ “Ptolemy, ever living, beloved of 
Ptah” 

 nṯr.wy mrꞽ.(wy) mw.t “mother-loving gods” 

Ptolemy VII → murdered as a youth 

Ptolemy VIII Euergetes II 

 ꞽwꜤ n nṯr.wy prꞽ.(wy) stp.n-Ptḥ ꞽrꞽ-mꜢꜤ.t-RꜤ sḫm-Ꜥnḫ-Ꞽmn 
“heir of the manifest gods, the one whom Ptah has selected, the one who performs the 
righteousness of Re, the living image of Amun” 

  Ptwlmys Ꜥnḫ.(w) ḏ.t mrꞽ Ptḥ “Ptolemy, ever living, beloved of 
Ptah” 

 nṯr.wy mnḫ.wy “beneficent gods” 

Ptolemy IX Soter II 

 ꞽwꜤ nṯr.wy mnḫ.wy stp.n-Ptḥ ꞽrꞽ-mꜢꜤ.t-n-RꜤ sḫm-Ꜥnḫ-Ꞽmn “hier 
of the beneficent gods, the one whom Ptah selected, the one who performed the 
righteousness of Re, living image of Amun” 

Variant: 

 ꞽwꜤ nṯr mnḫ nṯr.t mrꞽ.(t) mw.t=s nḏty.(t) stp.n-Ptḥ ꞽrꞽ-
mꜢꜤ.t-RꜤ sḫ-Ꜥnḫ “heir of the beneficent god and the savior goddess who loves her mother, the 



one whom Ptah selected, the one who performed the righteousness of Re, living image of 
Amun” 

 Ptwlmys Ꜥnḫ.(w) ḏ.t mrꞽ Ptḥ “Ptolemy, ever living, beloved of 
Ptah” 

 pꜢ nṯr nty nḥm “the savior god,” lit., “the god who saves” 

Ptolemy X Alexander 

 ꞽwꜤ nṯr mnḫ nṯr.t mnḫ.t sꜢ.t RꜤ stp.n-Ptḥ ꞽrꞽ-mꜢꜤ.t-RꜤ 
snn-Ꜥnḫ-n-Ꞽmn “heir of the beneficent god and beneficent goddess, daughter of Re, the one 
whom Ptah selected, the one who performed the righteousness of Re, living image of 
Amun” 

 Ptwlmys ḏd.tw n=f Ꞽrksntrs Ꜥnḫ.(w) ḏ.t mrꞽ Ptḥ 
“Ptolemy, who is called Alexander, ever living, beloved of Ptah” 

 pꜢ nṯr mrꞽ mw.t=f “the mother-loving god” 

Ptolemy XI Alexander II 

*Not fully attested 

Ptolemy XII Neos Dionysus 

 ꞽwꜤ n pꜢ nṯr nty nḥm stp.n-Ptḥ ꞽrꞽ-mꜢꜤ.t-n-RꜤ sḫm-Ꜥnḫ-Ꞽmn 
“heir of the savior god, the one whom Ptah selected, the one who performs the 
righteousness of Re, living image of Amun” 

 Ptwlmys Ꜥnḫ.(w) ḏ.t mrꞽ Ptḥ Ꜣs.t “Ptolemy, ever living, 
beloved of Ptah and Isis” 

 pꜢ nṯr mrꞽ ꞽt=f snw=(f ) “the father- and brother-loving god” 

Ptolemy XIII Philopator 

*Not attested 



Ptoemy XIV Philopator 

*Not attested 

Ptolemy XV Caesarion 

 ꞽwꜤ (n) pꜢ nṯr nty nḥm stp.n-Ptḥ ꞽrꞽ-mꜢꜤ.t-RꜤ sḫm-Ꜥnḫ-n-Ꞽmn 
“heir of the savior god, the one whom Ptah selected, the one who performs the 
righteousness of Re, living image of Amun” 

 Ptwlmys ḏd.tw n=f Qysrs “Ptolemy, who is called Caesar” 

 pꜢ nṯr mrꞽ ꞽt=f mw.t=f “the father- and mother-loving god” 


