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Th e Dialoouc 4 [1'11111 and the Lord to the Limit

This dialogue is known from a fragmen tary 19th Dynasty manuscri p t (P .
Leiden 1.34 4 rto) fro m Saqqara , con taining 17 co lum ns, of c. 14 lin es each
(c. 660 verses). On the ve rso is a hymn to Arnun (Z and ee 19l)2 ). Only th e
top left hand part of column 1 is preserved, but th e ex tan t text opens in
media res, suggesting th at at least o ne fur the r is probably lost (i.e ., 40 - 50
vers es). T he first ex tan t co lum n of th e verso text is apparen tly th e start of
th at com positio n (Zande e 19<)2: 6), how ever, suggesting th at not much of
th e start of the ro ll is m issing (i.e., only one colum n from th e start of th e
re cto : cf Fecht 1972: 42). There was presumably eithe r a brief narrative
introduct ion, similar to th at of Ncjert! and Sasobck, or an extended title, as
in Fowler and R cnscneb. It is uncertain how ma ny lines of th e p oem are
lost at th e end. Afte r the final extant lines (17 .1-3), there is a lacuna of
ab ou t ten manuscript lines followed by traces in th e verso hand (three
lin es: Zandee1992 : 1083-4, pI. 37-8), so th ere cannot be much of thi s
copy of the poem lost in th e lacuna (at most 25 ve rses). J. Zandce suggests
th at th e lacuna may have co ntai ne d the co ntinua tio n and co n clusion of
th e verso text and th at no t much of th e o rigi naI ro ll is lost , but th e ve rso
text is to o frag mentary to estima te exa ctly w ha t length of roll is m issing at
th e end.':' It is possible that thi s co py of th e poem originally ended shortly
after 17.3 , but it is also possible that th e ro ll co nta ined an incomplete co py
of lpuur, or that it o rig ina lly contained a comple te copy of lpuur on th e
recto th at wa s partially erased w he n th e papyru s was reu sed to copy a
hymn to Amun w hic h began on th e verso but ex tended onto th e rec to .

T he text is a lam en t abou t the state of the land: Ipuur (or ' Ipu th e
eld er'), w ho is giv en no title, is addressing th e ' Lord to th e Limi t' , w ho
repli es w ith at least tw o spe eches ( 15. 13, 16 .11). The Di alogu e tak es place
be fore an audie nce - perhaps th e Lord 's ento urage - th at is also addressed
(e .g., 7. 1). T he Lord is appa rently th e king, rather th an a go d, althoug h
the text's concerns arc th eodic.

T he date of co m position is disputed. As th e text stands, in ternal
evi de nce po in ts to the late Middle Ki ngdom (e.g., Ver nus 1990b : l 8<,) -<)0).
but ma ny critics (e.g. , Fech t 1972 ) have m ade redactionalist stu dies an d
dated parts of th e com position earlier. Wolfgang H eick (1<)95: 72-7) has
suggested, wi th out any concrete evidence, th at the text is n ot a un ity (cf
Quack 1997: 34 7). The sage is m entioned 011 the 'D aressy Fragm en t' as
' the Oversee r of Singers, Ipuur' (cf L. M o renz 1<)<)9a: 131), and he m ay
be included in th e list of P. Athens.

I ' Even if th e three line' are th e direct co ntin uatio n of th e verso text, the pap yru s could have
been m uch longer w he n lpuur ""IS co pied on th e rec to , and Ill;]y have been cut do w n before
th e verso tex t was co pied.

Text : Ga rd iner 1909a: 1- 95, pI. 1-1 6; many new readings are supplie d by
Fecht 1972; H eick 1995 (unrel iable); translation: Parkinson 1991)[ 155- 65.
Studies: Bart a 1974 a; Faulkn er 1964 ; Fecht 1<)72, 1974 ; Frank e 1998b ;
G ilula 1981 ; L. M oren z 1996 : 87-106, 1999:l; O tto 1<)51 ; Parkinson
1991 b: no . xv i; Posener 1<)51 a: no . 8, 1946; Quack 19<)7; Renaud 198R;
R occati 1994a; Sch orr 1974 ; Spieg el 197 5.

Th e Dialooue of a i\1mz ami H is Ba

T he dialogue is preserved in a pap yru s from the second half of th e 12th
D yna sty ' Berlin library' at Thebes (P. Berl in 30 24 ; Burkard an d Fische r­
EIfert 1994: 113 no . 16<) ; see 4.2). It m ay have been com posed aro und the
middle of th e dynasty, not lon g befo re th e group of manuscripts were
written, since co lloquialisms an d an unusual interrogative nominal co nstru c­
tion (20) might suggest a lat er Middle Kin gd om date (cf. Silverman 1<)80:
85-6). alth oug h Vern us' linguistic analysis (1990b: 185) associates the
d ialogue w ith the texts of th e early Middle Kingdom. At the beginning of
the m anuscri pt , at least half a sheet is lost - pe rhaps on e and a half sh eets,
w hich would have contained around 35 lin es. 155 lines rem ain , incl uding
the end of th e co m position (c. 200 verses).

T he poem is a dialogue in vario us literary styles, between a man (the
' Lebe nsm iider' o r 'ma n tired of life ' of Ado lf E rman 's o rigina l edition) and
his ha on the nature of death, which is recounted by the ma n who is no t
named in the ex tan t text. It seems to take place before an audience of
accessors (addressed in the plural in 1) . The com position may have opened
w ith a brief statement as in th e New Kingdom dialogue The COl1 tclldi/~~ (?{
the Belly and the Head (sec p. 218).

The Amherst Papyri in cluded five sma ll fragm ent s (H - L ; P. Am herst
III) in a han d very similar to th ose fro m the 'Berlin library ' , and probably
corn ing fro m the sam e so ur ce (New berry 1R99: pl . 1). Georges Poscn cr
judged th em to be from a differ en t text tr am th e other Berli n m~nu­

scrip ts,' :' but as Percy N ewberry suggested (18 <)9: lJ) th ey are parts o f the
lost star t of A Man awl His Ba, and no t part of an o therwise lost fifth ro ll
in th e 'lib rary '. T he fragment s pr eserve part s of at least nin e lines (r. 15
verses). so m e of w hich (J - K) read ' ICom je(?), I shall teach yo u t. . .j th e
for m (?) of th e West [. ..J A ma n is t.. .J', an o ther (L) 'it is the ho ur' .
T cxt: Faulkne r 1956 (P. Berlin 302 4 only); translation: Parkinson 199<)[
151-65.
St udies:J. Assma nn 19()6: 1<)<)-21 0; Barta 1969; Bolshak ov 1<)85; Bru n ner­
Traut 1967 ; Dep uyd t 1993 ; Fec ht 1<) <)1 ; Goedic ke 197(1:1 ; H an nig 1991 ;

" 195 l a: no . 32; followed by Parki nso n 19') 1b: no . ix ('T he Amherst Wi sdo m T ext'), 19 9 1c:
X-Xl.




